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Self-reform: The Second Answer to Escape the Historical Cycle of Rise and Fall

ZHAO Mao-sheng FAN Ming-yang

( School of Marxism, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 102249 )

Abstract: In the course of more than 100 years of struggle, the Communist Party of China ( CPC ) has always maintained
a high degree of awareness of danger in times of peace, and has never stopped exploring and thinking about escaping the historical
cycle, and has responded to this major examination question with concrete actions. On the basis of the first answer given by Mao
Zedong of the “people’ s supervision” democratic new road to escape the historical cycle of rise and fall, Xi Jinping gives the second
answer of “self-reform” to exercise full and rigorous self-governance. Self-reform is an extension of the historical materialism theory
that the CPC has led the Chinese people to create history. It is a remarkable symbol that distinguishes the CPC from other political
parties, and it has become a centralized embodiment of the Party’ s management, governance, rejuvenation and strengthening. Self-
reform and people’ s supervision are of the same origin, logical interrelation, internal call and external response, and harmonious
integration. They jointly turn towards the happiness of the people and national rejuvenation, together constitute the source of long-
term peace and stability, and synergistically demonstrate the Party’ s distinct historical initiative and creative spirit. The Party’ s self-
reform in the new era should be carried out to the end in adhering to the unity of Party spirit and idea of serving the people, the unity
of centralized leadership and inner-Party democracy, the unity of ideological armament and institutional guarantee, and the unity of
problem orientation and comprehensive deepening, so as to ensure that the Party can escape the historical cycle and achieve long-
term governance, always become the firm core of leadership of the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and always
remain the backbone of the Chinese people and the Chinese nation.

Key words: the Communist Party of China ; Historical Cycle of Rise and Fall ; Long-term Governance ; Self-reform ; Peo-

ple’ s Supervision
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